Scorpa builds
a new kind of trials
bike. Why should
you care?

BY RYAN DUDEK

F IT HAS A MOTOR AND TWO
wheels, put me on it; that’s my
philosophy. So when a friend
called and said he was working
with Scorpa, a French company
that builds trials bikes, and invit-
ed me to ride some of their new
models in Moab, Utah, I didn’t

ink twice about going; in my mind, I
was already there. No problem.

Well, one problem, maybe: I had
never before ridden a trials bike. [
was clueless about what [ was getting
myself into.

As it turned out, what I got myself
into was two fantastic days of riding
and learning. The featured bike at this
intro was the Scorpa SY-175E, which
apparently was tailor-made just for
me—and for every other beginning
trials rider.

At first, the Scorpa seemed kind of
awkward. As is the case with any tri-
als bike, its riding position is unlike
that of a normal motorcycle and not
even close to anything I have ever rid-
den. Hey, it doesn’t even have a seat.
At least mine didn’t; it was the Racing
model, intended for actual trials com-
petition. Photographer Jeff Allen rode
a similar model, the TY-S125F Long
Ride, which not only has a seat but
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